	
Yr8 and 9 Parents – how to support your child’s learning in Art




*Talk about work in the sketchbook together – why have you done this? How did it go? What were you happy/unhappy with? How would you improve if you did it again? You could even get them to teach you the lessons they have just learned in school – teaching something to someone else embeds knowledge even stronger.

*Photography – get involved with photoshoots – get excited and chip in with ideas when they are doing photoshoots – encourage them to think about different angles/lighting/backgrounds. Help students to download and use Microsoft OneDrive on their devices for moving files to and from school effectively.

*Exhibitions – the more Artworks students can see the better – they might not like everything that they see and that’s completely normal – discuss preferences together – establish what you are drawn to in the wide spectrum of Art. Try to find ways to understand what the artist was trying to do in their work – does it have a meaning or is it purely aesthetic?

*Create a calm environment for your child to do their work and help them to allocate a logical point in the week to do their Artwork. Build up a collection of Art resources – pencils, rubbers, sharpeners, pens and glue sticks are a great start. A box with different papers and fabrics could also be useful.

[bookmark: _GoBack]*Encourage your child to draw – drawing from life, from photographs, from YouTube tutorials – the more an Art student draws, the stronger their ability to observe and record becomes – success in Art, talent, is not down to “natural gifts”, but down to learning techniques and practice, practice, practice.
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