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Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 2021/22                                                   

Dear Year 9 Student & Parent / Guardian

Following the Year 9 DofE launch presentations in tutor groups this week, please find attached information explaining what is involved in this fantastic award scheme.  I have also attached an enrolment form for you to complete as well as some examples of why this amazing scheme is such a lifechanging experience for those that take part.  DofE is almost a ‘right of passage’ for students at Plymouth High with a large proportion of students taking part in this world leading youth scheme. 

To achieve the Bronze Award participants must complete each of the four sections; Volunteering, Skills, Physical and Expedition.  A DofE Award involves a degree of commitment but is ultimately an extremely rewarding experience and highly valued by universities and employers all over the world.  Please be aware that your daughter may already be taking part in activities that can be used for the Bronze DofE sections mentioned above.  

Although Plymouth High has a very strong support and guidance system to help students on their DofE journey whilst they undertake their Volunteering, Skills and Physical sections, it is largely down to the participant to organise these.  The Expedition Training, Practice and Qualifying expeditions are run by myself and other PHSG staff.  We will provide all ‘group’ equipment and fees eg tents, stoves and gas, maps, compasses, campsite fees etc.  Participants will be expected to provide their personal expedition gear such as sleeping bags/mats, waterproofs, walking boots, food and drink etc. The school does have a small number of such items which can be borrowed if required.  There is also financial support available to those who qualify for this – please speak to me if you feel this applies to your circumstances.

At Bronze level the Expedition section will take place during Curriculum Enrichment Week 2022 (CEW) over five days. Therefore, students who participate in Bronze DofE will not be permitted to choose/take part in any CEW activities in July 2022.

The first part of the Expedition is the Training and Practice Expedition which will take place over the first three days of CEW (4th,5th & 6th July 2022) and will cover all aspects of walking and camping required to complete the Bronze Expedition - from route planning, navigation with a map and compass, group work and leadership,, first aid, road safety, hazards and emergency procedures, cooking meals using a camping stove, how to put up a tent as well as a host of other related expedition skills.  Day 1 will be school based training.  Day 2 will be an accompanied expedition walk.  Day 3 will be school based route planning for the Qualifying Expedition.
The second part of the Bronze Expedition is the Qualifying or Assessed Expedition which will take place over the last two days of CEW (7th & 8th July 2022).  Students will walk in their expedition teams without direct staff supervision with staff ‘check-pointing’ at certain parts of the routes.  Teams will camp overnight.  The Training, Practice and Qualifying Expeditions walks/camp will take place on the South West Coast Path and various inland routes in the South Hams countryside. To minimise costs, parents/guardians will be required to organise/share transport for their daughter/members of their daughter’s team to the expedition start and finish points on 5th, 7th & 8th July 2022.  Each team will consist of around six students, so two cars/parents/guardians would be sufficient to enable this to happen.

Please note that students have to complete their Volunteering, Physical and Skill activity sections by Monday 25th April 2022 in order to be accepted onto the Expeditions in July 2022.

Despite Covid-19, PHSG has worked closely with the DofE to ensure that a full, comprehensive and meaningful range of activities is still available for students to participate in to enable them to complete their awards.  Please see the ‘DofEWithADifference’ website at https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference to see all the amazing activities that are possible despite restrictions that we may still be under.

The total cost of the Bronze Award will be £99.  This fee covers the DofE Bronze registration fee of £23 (students will then get their Bronze Welcome Pack, an online eDofE account, in-school training in the use of edofe, daily support and advice as well as a DofE Discount Card which will give them significant discounts at a range of Outdoor Retailers such as Go Outdoors et al).  The rest of the fee covers the Bronze Expedition payment of £76.  As mentioned above, this fee also includes all group equipment such as tents, cooking stoves and gas, maps, compasses and campsite fees as well as Expedition Assessor reports, Certificates and Badges.

Please note that all fees are non-returnable and non-transferable once students have enrolled on the Bronze DofE Award Scheme.

To secure a place on the Bronze DofE, please complete the following steps;

1. Complete the attached DofE Participant Enrolment Form and return this to PHSG Reception/Main Office by Friday 8th October 2021.
2. Pay the DofE Bronze Registration fee of £23 by Friday 15th October 2021 (payment should be made on ParentPay under ‘DofE Bronze Registration Fee Year 9 Oct 2021).
3. Complete payment of £76 for the Training, Practice and Qualifying Expeditions by Friday 17th December 2021(payment should be made on ParentPay under ‘DofE Bronze Expedition Fee Year 9 2022’). Payments can be made in instalments if required.

I am delighted that you have decided to participate in the Bronze DofE Award at PHSG. You are joining hundreds of students, past and present, who have gained some lifelong friends, skills and memories from the experiences that the award offers.
If you would like any further information, please look at the DofE section on the PHSG website, the DofE website at https://www.dofe.org  or contact me at G.Payne@tsatrust.org.uk 

Yours faithfully

Mr G Payne
DofE Manager PHSG
[image: ]Headteacher: Mr Simon Underdown
St Lawrence Road, Plymouth PL4 6HT
Tel: 033 33 602230 Website: www.phsg.org
Email: office@plymouthhighschoolforgirls.org.uk
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