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The Curriculum
Intent
In September, students will study the A Level Edexcel A Economics course. If you have never studied Economics before, you will have seen it in action on the News within articles about BREXIT, Eurozone Crisis, and the Cost-of-Living Issues. It is important in order to be successful that throughout the A Level you link the theory covered to real-world situations as this will allow you to analyse and evaluate concepts. You will get more out of the course if you are reading and using the prevailing economic climate in a global context.
· Our students will be entrepreneurial, independent learners, confident presenters and strong team players.
· We aim to achieve the highest student achievement which is our central purpose of teaching and assessment 
· We aim to help students to develop a range of skills including independent learning and thinking skills to provide the best opportunities for students to develop
· Ensure that students are challenged and stretched within every lesson
· Students can go out into the world of work with the attributes necessary to be successful
· Give our students the opportunity to develop their skills and explore a wider learning context.

Implementation
Throughout KS5, we want our students to experience success in economics and develop the confidence to take risks, ask questions and explore ideas without fear of being wrong. They will therefore, enjoy exploring and applying economics concepts to a range of case studies and presenting their solutions to others in a variety of ways.
At all stages, the use of collaborative learning encourages students to reason logically and creatively through discussion of economic concepts and theories. Misconceptions and wrong answers are an opportunity to improve and deepen understanding of business concepts, this is achieved through the use of effective questioning and discussion.
· To develop a positive attitude to economics as an interesting subject in which all students gain success and enjoyment

· To develop economics understanding through systematic direct teaching of appropriate learning objectives

· To develop an ability in students to express themselves fluently, to talk about the subject with confidence, using correct mathematical language and vocabulary

· To develop and make connections across the curriculum, including the use of Thinking Maps between Micro and Macro Economics

· To develop the ability to think clearly and logically with independence of thought and flexibility of mind, including through the use of De Bono thinking hats. 

· To develop their knowledge of facts and formulae, including mathematical skills and a quick recall of key theories and economic formulae

· We provide opportunities and feedback for students to improve work.
· Students will be provided with the use of technology and resources
· Students are supported through their studies with an open-door policy for students to obtain support, including through using classrooms on MS Teams

All economic lessons will incorporate the RESPECT curriculum. 

The expectations around retrieval and salient slides (including reference to De Bono white hats) are already embedded within the teaching and learning. Retrieval slides should include (particularly in Year 13) reference to material throughout the two-year course, although teachers may use a range of retrieval tasks, the standard format will contain:

· A multiple-choice past examination question
· A fluency problem involving a calculation
· A question involving recall of an economic theory
· A flexibility question around the explanation of a problem given in context 

Students are actively involved in every part of the lesson, with a clear focus on pace and challenge.  There is an expectation of the use of a wide range of questioning techniques, beyond whole class and targeted questioning, such as think, pair, share, open-ended questioning and discussion.

All students studying A Level Economics will receive consistently high-quality, inclusive teaching that enables full access to the curriculum.



Teaching & Learning

· Explicit instruction of key economic concepts and vocabulary (e.g. elasticity, market failure, fiscal policy)
· Use of modelling and worked examples to support understanding of theory
· Retrieval practice and paced learning embedded across lessons
· Clear essay structures (KAA / KAA+ / KAAE) taught and revisited regularly
· Regular use of real-world contextual examples to support comprehension

Literacy Support
· Pre-teaching of subject-specific vocabulary
· Structured writing frames for essays and 25-mark questions
· Use of exemplar responses and live modelling

Assessment & Feedback
· Frequent low-stakes quizzes and knowledge checks
· Regular exam-style questions with scaffolded support
· Clear feedback using Edexcel mark schemes
· Opportunities for DIRT (Dedicated Improvement and Reflection Time)

Classroom Climate
· High expectations for all learners
· Planned think time and questioning strategies
· Inclusive strategies such as: 
· cold calling with support
· no opt-out questioning
· collaborative discussion

Teaching is adapted to meet the needs of all learners without lowering expectations.

Strategies in Practice
· Chunking complex theory (e.g. breaking down macroeconomic models step-by-step)
· Visual supports (graphs, diagrams, flowcharts)
· Scaffolded essay plans before independent writing
· Flexible grouping for discussion and tasks
· Targeted questioning to check understanding

Support for Specific Needs
· SEND students:
· Simplified instructions and chunked tasks
· Use of writing scaffolds and structured notes
· Additional processing time

· EAL students:
· Vocabulary glossaries
· Sentence stems for explanation and evaluation
· Visual representations of abstract ideas

· Disadvantaged students:
· Pre-learning resources and knowledge organisers
· Access to revision materials and guided practice
· Explicit teaching of academic skills


Targeted Intervention 
Where students require additional support beyond the universal offer:
· Small group or 1:1 intervention
· Focus on exam technique (data response / essays)
· Reinforcement of core economic concepts

· Structured revision programmes
· Retrieval practice sessions
· Exam walkthroughs

· Use of assessment data
· Identification of gaps in: 
· knowledge
· application
· evaluation

· Study skills support
· Time management
· Essay planning techniques
· Revision strategies

Stretch & Challenge
High prior attainers are supported to achieve top grades:
· Exposure to complex economic debates and current affairs
· Extended reading (e.g. journal articles, FT resources)
· Practice with full, unscaffolded 25-mark essays
· Evaluation of competing economic viewpoints
· Development of synoptic links across macro and micro topics
Equality of Access
All students will:
· Have access to a broad, ambitious Economics curriculum
· Be supported to: 
· understand abstract theory
· apply knowledge to unfamiliar contexts
· succeed in external assessment

No student will be disadvantaged due to:
· literacy level
· prior attainment
· background or additional needs

Alignment with Edexcel A Specification

This approach ensures all learners can:
· Develop knowledge and understanding of economic models and theories
· Apply knowledge to real-world issues and data
· Construct coherent, analytical and evaluative responses
· Meet the demands of Edexcel assessment objectives (AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4)


Impact
In economics, as in other curricular areas, assessment forms an integral and ongoing part of learning and teaching. It is the gathering of evidence of both attainment and progression for the purpose of informing future planning, teaching and reporting. In working with students, our teachers continuously evaluate and make use of this assessment in planning future activities.
Assessment for Learning strategies are used on a regular basis. Formative and summative assessment will be used in the learning & teaching process:
· To share learning objectives and success criteria clearly with students

· To assess understanding through skilful questioning within lessons

· To give students clear and regular feedback in both verbal and written form

· To assist learners and teachers to identify the next steps in the learning process which will ensure progression

· To engage in the process of self and peer assessment

· On-going classwork and homework will be the main source of evidence, available through observation of:
· Oral questioning and discussion

· Practical tasks within the lesson, both those completed individually and those completed collaboratively

· Students’ written work and assessments

· Students’ ability to apply their understanding to case studies and the real world of business

Use of AI
As part of our ongoing commitment to innovation and improving learning outcomes, Plymouth High school for girls is exploring the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools to support teaching and learning. This includes trialling AI-assisted marking tools, which can help provide timely and consistent feedback to students. 
Please be assured that all AI tools used are carefully selected to meet data protection standards and any use of student work is handled with care. While AI may assist in the marking process, all final assessments and feedback are reviewed by teachers to ensure accuracy and fairness. 
We are committed to keeping you informed and welcome any questions you may have about this approach.

Student Voice 
Our curriculum design means that students are regularly exposed to examination material, and they are given opportunities for student lead revision, so all students have an active role in shaping their assessment preparation journey. 
Review of formal and informal assessments gives a strong platform for students to understand their next steps and for teachers to react appropriately to the specific needs of the group or individual. It is an expectation that support, and extension are provided for those who have indicated that this a specific need for them, alongside teacher led support and extension. 
Formal student voice via Teams will be collected, to ensure that opinions on our systems and policies for thinking, learning and assessment can be voiced and can be acted upon. 
MS Teams is used consistently to upload lesson materials and guidance, but also to allow students to provide ad hoc feedback via discussion in the classroom feed, which contributes to an accessible curriculum for all students, even when accessing material remotely. 

Feedback and Assessment system
Students are assessed at the end of each unit using Tutor2U assessments that have been written by experienced teachers and assessors. Each assessment comprises of 50 marks, made up of multiple choice, numerical problems, short and long answer essay questions, one of which involves evaluation of a range of options. Furthermore, previous examination questions are used in homework and mini assessments. Students are assessed at the end of each year using mock paper that take the form of a past paper



Written feedback is provided for each piece of homework. Students are expected to act on this feedback and are often encouraged to rewrite a piece when they have not met the required level. Verbal feedback is given regularly in lessons by the classroom teacher, while the department operates an open-door policy to encourage all students to utilise opportunities for 1:1 support outside of the lesson.
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