	
	
	



[image: ]






Participant Information Sheet

Parents/Guardians

 
Title of Project: ‘Classics Poverty’ in Devon: An Investigation into the Absence of Classical Subjects Offered in State-Maintained Secondary Schools in South Devon

Researcher name: Archie Duke

Invitation and brief summary:

Thank you very much for considering taking part in this project. Below is a brief summary of the research project for you to read. Please take time to consider the information carefully and discuss it with family or friends if you wish. Please contact the researcher if you have any questions; contact details are listed at the bottom of this information sheet.

This project intends to discover why Classics is not taught in state schools in South Devon. Researchers have noted that in the UK there exists a phenomenon known as ‘Classics Poverty’. This describes the lack of Classical subjects taught in UK state schools. The South-West is noted as a key area for Classics poverty. There are many state-maintained secondary schools in South Devon, yet none teach Classics; the subject, however, is taught in state schools in Exeter. This project will attempt to understand the reasons behind the lack of success in introducing Classics in South Devon’s state schools.

Purpose of the research: 

This research will form part of the researcher’s Master’s dissertation in Classics and Ancient History. The research will consist of an online questionnaire to school leaders, teachers and parents of students from the schools surveyed. School leaders and teachers will be asked if they would be willing to conduct an online survey. 

Why have I been approached?

As a parent/guardian of a child at the school contacted you have been approached because you are a stakeholder in your child’s education. The researcher has contacted the main administrative email listed on your school’s website and asked the addressee to forward the survey onto you. There are 27 schools that have been asked to take part in this research. In each school, leadership, teachers and parents have been asked to complete the questionnaire, with leaders and teachers being asked to complete an interview. It is not possible to know how many members of staff are at each school, nor how many parents, therefore an exact number of participants cannot be estimated at this stage.

What would taking part involve? 

Participants have been asked to take part in an online questionnaire. Participants will be asked about their views on the subject of Classics, as well as their opinions about their child studying Classics. No identifiable information will be taken for the online survey.

The researcher will send an email to the main administrator’s email address found on the school’s website asking the addressee to forward on the survey to the desired respondents. After the respondent has read and agreed to give consent to taking part in the survey the respondent will have the opportunity to answer questions on the Microsoft Form. The questionnaire is entirely anonymous; there is neither a reason nor a way to access respondents’ personal data from the survey. The results of this survey will be accessed by the researcher and used within the MA dissertation.

What are the possible benefits of taking part? 

There may be no specific benefits for you in taking part in this research. However, there may be benefits for society insofar as raising the profile of Classics in state-schools. 

What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part? 

Taking part in this research has no foreseeable risks to the participants. If, however, there are any problems or questions with the online survey you should contact the researcher.

What will happen if I don't want to carry on with the study?

Should you wish to withdraw from the questionnaire before submission, you just need to close the document and your answers will not be submitted. Once the questionnaire is submitted you cannot withdraw from the study as the responses are entirely anonymous from the point of collection. The researcher will not know who submitted each response, making the process of identification of respondents impossible.

How will my information be kept confidential?

The University of Exeter processes personal data for the purposes of carrying out research in the public interest. The University will endeavour to be transparent about its processing of your personal data and this information sheet should provide a clear explanation of this. If you do have any queries about the University’s processing of your personal data that cannot be resolved by the research team, further information may be obtained from the University’s Data Protection Officer by emailing informationgovernance@exeter.ac.uk. or at Information Governance | Information Governance | University of Exeter.
Your answers to the questionnaire will be collected as mentioned previously and kept by the researcher using a University SharePoint. Your answers will be kept on the encrypted SharePoint folder for up to ten years. All data will be either anonymised and no personal data will be archived. The anonymised data may be used in further research. It may also be published in an academic journal, bulletin or another form of publication in the future. The data may also be used in academic talks for the University or another forum when discussing the results of this research.

Will I receive any payment for taking part?

This research is entirely voluntary and there will be no payment for taking part.

What will happen to the results of this study?

The results will be used in the researcher’s Master’s dissertation. The research may also be discussed by the researcher at University events. The outcomes of the research project will be disseminated to participants in the form of a newsletter via an email to the participant schools’ central administrative email address. The results may also be used in any future publications of this research in academic publications.

Who is organising and funding this study?

The sponsor for this study is the University of Exeter. 

The lead researcher is Archie Duke. Archie is an MA student studying Classics and Ancient History. The project’s supervisor is Dr Giacomo Fedeli, a Lecturer in Classics and Ancient History at the University of Exeter.

Who has reviewed this study?

This project has been reviewed by the Faculty of Humanities, Arts and Social Science Research Ethics Committee at the University of Exeter.

Contact for any questions or requests regarding your participation in this research

In the event of queries or requests you may contact me using the following contact information.
Please email ad1147@exeter.ac.uk 

To contact the Research Ethics Committee 
please email fhass-ethics@exeter.ac.uk 

You can also contact the University Research Ethics and Governance Team if you wish to make a complaint or comment 

please email cgr-reg@exeter.ac.uk, 

or 

Dr Sean Jennings
Head of Research Governance, Ethics and Compliance
University Research Services, University of Exeter
Innovation Centre, Rennes Drive Exeter, EX4 4RN
DD: 01392 726621 email S.Jennings@exeter.ac.uk


Thank you for your interest in this project.
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