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Recommended fiction and non-fiction reading on the theme of the holocaust  

 
Recommended fiction and non-fiction reading on the theme of the holocaust  Hidden 

Hidden is a revealing and thought-

provoking collection of first-hand 

accounts of Jewish children sent 

into hiding in the Netherlands 

during World War II. Across 14 short 

stories, those who lived through the 

Holocaust retell their experiences; 

some of them were just toddlers at 

the time, some of them teenagers. 

The dollmaker of Krakow 
One night a little doll named Karolina 

comes to life in a toyshop in Krakow, 

Poland, in 1939 and changes the life 

of the gruff, broken-hearted 

Dollmaker. And when the darkness 

of the Nazi occupation sweeps over 

the city, Karolina and the Dollmaker 

must bravely use their magic to save 

their Jewish friends from a terrible 

danger, no matter what the risks. 

Maus  

An undisputed masterpiece of 

the graphic novel form, 

representing Jews as mice and 

Nazis as cats, Spiegelman’s 

profoundly moving work traces 

his father’s harrowing 

experiences of Auschwitz and the 

challenges of adjusting to 

peacetime life after an all-

consuming ordeal. 

When the World Was Ours 
Inspired by a true story, When the 

World Was Ours is an extraordinary 

novel that is as powerful as it is 

heartbreaking, and shows how the 

bonds of love, family and friendship 

allow glimmers of hope to flourish, 

even in the most hopeless of times. 

Three friends. Two sides. One memory. 

The Tattoist of Auschwitz Yr 10+ 

The Tattoist of Auschwitz is a 2018 

novel by novelist Heather Morris. 

The book tells the story of how 

Slovakian Jew Lale Sokolov, 

imprisoned in Auschwitz in 1942, fell 

in love with a girl he was tattooing at 

the concentration camp. The story is 

based on the real lives of Sokolov 

and his wife, Gita Furman. 

The Red Ribbon 
It’s Ella’s job in the camp, where 

everyone must either work or be 

killed, to make beautiful clothes for 

the wives of Nazi officers and 

female guards. The Red Ribbon is a 

moving story of friendship, kindness 

and heroism under impossible 

circumstances. 

 

The Diary of a Young Girl 
The Diary of a Young Girl, also known 

The Diary of Anne Frank, is the book of 

the writings from the Dutch language 

diary kept by Anne Frank while she was 

in hiding for two year with her family 

during the Nazi occupation of the 

Netherlands. 

Anna and the Swallow Man 
The story of 7-year-old Anna who’s 

left to fend for herself in 1939 

Krakow after German soldiers arrest 

her father. Then she meets the 

Swallow Man, a mysterious figure 

who takes her under his wing and, 

like her father, speaks several 

languages fluently. Is he her saviour, 

her protector, or possibly a 

dangerous man?  

 
 


