Primary to Secondary Transition.
Books you might like to read to prepare you for Year 7
The Girl of Ink and Stars– Kiran Millwood-Hargrave
Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her cartographer father
once mapped. When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the search. The world
beyond the walls is a monster-filled wasteland - and beneath the dry rivers and smoking
mountains, a fire demon is stirring from its sleep. Soon, following her map, her heart and an
ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her journey: to save the island itself.

Being Miss Nobody- Tamsin Winter
Rosalind hates her new secondary school. She's the weird girl who doesn't talk. The Mute-ant.
And it's easy to pick on someone who can't fight back. So Rosalind starts a blog - Miss Nobody;
a place to speak up, a place where she has a voice. But there's a problem...
Is Miss Nobody becoming a bully herself?

Ella on the Outside– Cath Howe
Ella is the new girl at school. She doesn't know anyone and she doesn't have any friends. And
she has a terrible secret. Ella can't believe her luck when Lydia, the most popular girl in school,
decides to be her new best friend - but what does Lydia really want? And what does it all have
to do with Molly, the quiet, shy girl who won't talk to anyone?

Cogheart– Peter Bunzl
With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her mechanical fox - Lily is
plunged into a murky and menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes that those she holds dear
may be the very ones to break her heart...Murder, mayhem and mystery meet in this
gripping Victorian adventure.

A Boy Called Hope– Lara Williamson
I'm Dan Hope and deep inside my head I keep a list of things I want to come true. For
example, I want my sister, Ninja Grace, to go to university at the North Pole and only come
back once a year. I want to help Sherlock Holmes solve his most daring mystery yet. And if
it could be a zombie mystery, all the more exciting. I want to be the first eleven-year-old
to land on the moon. I want my dog to stop eating the planets and throwing them up on
the carpet. And finally, the biggest dream of all, I want my dad to love me.

Stormbreaker– Anthony Horowitz
In the first book in the number one bestselling Alex Rider series by Anthony Horowitz,
fourteen-year-old Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6. Armed with secret gadgets, he is sent to
investigate Herod Sayle, a man who is offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker computers to
every school in the country. But the teenage spy soon finds himself in mortal danger.

No Worries: Your Guide to Starting Secondary School– Jenny Alexander
What if I've got the wrong stuff? What if I don't fit in? What if the older kids are horrible to
me? Starting secondary school is a bit like going on a safari - it's a great adventure but
sometimes, before you go, you can get a touch of the 'what ifs'. This book is full of information
about going up from primary to secondary school and covers all of the most common worries
and anxieties.

The Unforgotten Coat– Frank Cottrell-Boyce
Set in Bootle, north of Liverpool, this is the story of two refugee brothers from Mongolia who
are determined to fit in with their schoolmates while they apply for UK citizenship. The story
is told from the perspective of classmate Julie O’Connor, their ‘good guide’. The story is very
relatable for Year 6 pupils as the action takes place in the Summer term of the final year of
primary school, but when the new characters start to tell their story, it becomes clear that
sometimes it is what can be learned outside the classroom that is most important.

Kensuke’s Kingdom– Michael Morpurgo
Washed up on an island in the Pacific, Michael struggles to survive on his own. With no food
and no water, he curls up to die. When he wakes, there is a plate beside him of fish, of fruit,
and a bowl of fresh water. He is not alone . . .

The Girl who Speaks Bear– Sophie Anderson
Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has always wondered about where she is
from. She tries to ignore the strange whispers and looks from the villagers, wishing she was
as strong on the inside as she is on the outside. But, when she has to flee her house, looking
for answers about who she really is, a journey far beyond one that she ever imagined begins:
from icy rivers to smouldering mountains meeting an ever-growing herd of extraordinary
friends along the way.

The Skylarks’ War– Hilary Mckay
Clarry and her older brother Peter live for their summers in Cornwall, staying with their
grandparents and running free with their charismatic cousin, Rupert. But normal life resumes
each September – boarding school for Peter and Rupert, and a boring life for Clarry at home
with her absent father, as the shadow of a terrible war looms ever closer. When Rupert goes
off to fight at the front, Clarry feels their skylark summers are finally slipping away from
them. Can their family survive this fearful war?

Where the World Ends– Geraldine McCaughrean
Every summer Quill and his friends are put ashore on a remote sea stack to hunt birds. But
this summer, no one arrives to take them home. Surely nothing but the end of the world can
explain why they've been abandoned - cold, starving and clinging to life, in the grip of a
murderous ocean. How will they survive?

All these books are available from Plymouth Libraries

