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ôAs a team we are incredibly proud of the direction 

that this edition has taken: the focus on 

environmental issues is one particularly close to our 

hearts and so it's great to see how passionate the 

rest of the school is  too. Even in this first edition, 

itõs clear to see how much of an impact we, as a 

school, are able to make, and we hope that, over the 

course of the next few terms, the magazine 

continues to showcase the passion and  dedication 

to different causes that the students have.õ - Harriet  

ôThis term has been a busy one 

for all, from end of year exams 

to GCSEs and A levels. It is the 

time of year where you can 

really see how the school 

comes together as one to 

support each  other and cheer 

each other on. Iõm proud to be 

part of this school and being 

part of the Head Girl Team has 

really given me the opportunity 

to express myself within the 

school and make a difference. 

Since January, I have been 

working with the Student 

Coun cil Team to ensure that all 

students have a say in how the 

school is run. Working closely 

with the younger years and 

listening to their bright minds 

has been a truly fulfilling part of 

my role and I enjoy every 

meeting. I hope that together 

we can make pos itive changes 

for the year ahead and I wish 

you all good luck in your 

exams.õ - Stella  

 

ôThis issue of Hear Me Out 

has been given a fresh coat 

of paint. The writing is 

outstanding, and now so are 

the illustrations. Packed into 

this magazine is the 

achievements, actions, and 

above all, voices of PHS. Itõs 

truly empowering to see how 

in the particular topic of 

climate change, we are 

unafraid to take a stand. I 

hope readers enjoy this 

issue as much as I have 

putting it together. Get 

ready for an empowering 

read!õ - Saja  

ôThis edition really shows the talent of the students at PHS: from 

writing the articles to the illustrations, it is all fantastic. The team 

have worked really hard to produce this edit ion  and it has really 

paid off, so everyone involved in the magazine should be proud of 

the work that they have created. It reall y displays how as students 

we aspire to follow our school motto: òFor life not school we 

learnó. I have really enjoyed reading this magazine and hope you 

do too. This term the charity ambassadors and I have raised 

money for Comic Relief by selling red nose s and organising a just 

dance competition. We are currently planning a quiz which we will 

hold on the 22nd of May with all the money going to our school 

charities: Mind and Devon Wildlife Trust . We have all thoroughly 

enjoyed organising and taking part in the events and we are 

looking forward to organising future ones.õ - Tess  



 



 

 

 

�$�O�P�R�V�W���H�Y�H�U�\���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���,�·�Y�H���U�H�D�G��
on the climate change protests stated 
�W�K�H���E�D�V�L�F���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���´�U�H�D�V�R�Q�µ��
behind the seemingly sudden 
�R�X�W�U�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�R���,�·�P��
�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���\�R�X�·�O�O���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���E�H���D�Z�D�U�H���W�K�D�W��
the call for change began with 15-
year-old Greta Thunberg in Sweden: 
she protested outside the parliament 
building in Stockholm, during school 
hours, every day for three weeks. 
  They say Greta 
�7�K�X�Q�E�H�U�J���´�L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G�µ���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R���O�H�D�Y�H��
school and join the protests �² 
granted, perspectives vary. Some say 
that she incited truancy, disruption 
and chaos; while others say that she 
inspired passion, recognition and 
hope. However, no matter the 
viewpoint �² positive or negative �² no 
�D�U�W�L�F�O�H���,�·�Y�H���V�H�H�Q���W�K�X�V���I�D�U���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V��how 
Greta Thunberg inspired this pure 
vehemence within young people. So, 
�D�V���D���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����,�·�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�L�V��
opportunity to explain.  
    Climate 
�F�K�D�Q�J�H�����,�W�·�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���K�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J����
�:�H�·�Y�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���W�D�X�J�K�W���D�E�R�X�W���L�W����
�´�7�X�U�Q���\�R�X�U���O�L�J�K�W�V���R�I�I���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X���O�H�D�Y�H��
�D���U�R�R�P�µ�����´�U�H�G�X�F�H�����U�H�X�V�H���D�Q�G���U�H�F�\�F�O�H�µ����
�´�W�K�H���S�R�O�D�U���L�F�H���F�D�S�V���D�U�H���P�H�O�W�L�Q�J���µ���² 
�\�H�D�K�����,���N�Q�R�Z�����\�R�X�·�Y�H���W�R�O�G���P�H���R�Y�H�U��
and over again. 

 

That was it for a long time. 
Someone may have said something 
about the orangutans with no trees 
for homes, and you used to see the 
WWF adverts asking you to sponsor 
a snow leopard in reward for a 
stuffed toy �² but whatever we were 
told, for me personally, it never felt 
real.    
 I did turn my lights off �² but 
that was mainly to reduce the 
electricity bill. In reality, out of the 
�´�U�H�G�X�F�H�����U�H�X�V�H���D�Q�G���U�H�F�\�F�O�H�µ���S�K�Uase, I 
�R�Q�O�\���W�U�X�O�\���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���W�K�H���´�U�H�F�\�F�O�H�µ���E�L�W��
(which simply meant I put paper 
trimmings in the green bin rather 
than the black one at school). And as 
for the ice caps melting? That meant 
very little to me. As a 12-year-old at 
the time, what could I do for the 
polar bears? Anyway, the people in 
charge would surely be doing 
�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�����V�R���,���G�L�G�Q�·�W���Q�H�H�G���W�R���Z�R�U�U�\����
right? Climate change was real, but I 
felt confident that those in power 
would be doing their bit to help 
prevent any serious consequences �² 
after al�O�����W�K�H���L�F�H���F�D�S�V���K�D�G�Q�·�W���P�H�O�W�H�G��
completely, there was still time. 

 

In Year 8 we learnt 
about global warming in 
Biology. We learnt about Al 
Gore, and his efforts to 
forward climate action and 
how, in his run for presidency, 
he was pipped to the post by 
George Bush �² leaving 
climate change almost a 
forgotten subject. In 
Geography, we learnt about 
acid rain and looked at graphs 
that proved global warming 
was indeed real, despite the 
denial of many politicians. 
Again, I felt little responsibility. 
After all, t�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V�Q�·�W���P�X�F�K���,��
could do for Al at that point 
(as bad as I felt for the guy). 
Plus, though I was unsettled 
by the thought of politicians 
denying climate change, as far 
as I was aware, none of the 
�´�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�µ���R�Q�H�V���Z�H�U�H��- 
therefore I had nothing to 
worry about. 
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